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The Meaning

of
Regeneration
by
Lehman Strauss

The English word "regeneration" is the translation of 'palingenesia', from 'p~lin' (again) and
'genesis' (birth). It means simply a new birth, a
new beginning, a new order.
When our Lord used the word, He said to His
disciples, "Verily I say unto you, that ye which
have followed me, in the regeneration when the
Son of man shall sit in the throne of His glory,
ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging
the twelve tribes of Israel." (Matthew 19:28).
Here the Lord used the word in a wider sense
when referring to His coming kingdom on earth.
It is the time of the earth's regeneration, the new
order about which the prophets wrote, when
Jehovah will set His King upon His holy hill of
Zion (Psalm 2:6), "And He shall judge among
the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and
they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall
not lift up sword against nation, neither shall
they learn war any more." (Isaiah 2:4; Micah
4:3). The coming kingdom of Christ on earth is
the day of the earth's regeneration, "the times of
restitution (restoration R.V.) of all things." (Acts
3:21 ).
This rebirth of the earth in the coming
Millennial Age will also fulfil God's covenant
with Abraham concerning his descendants, for
Israel too will experience a rebirth at that time.
(See Ezekiel 37).
The kingdom of Christ on earth will be a time
of worldwide subjection to the authority of
Christ, when sin, sorrow, sickness, suffering
and strife will not touch earth's inhabitants. In
that day God shall renew His creation. "The wolf
also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard
shal lie down with the kid; and the calf and the
young lion and the fatling together; and a little
child shall lead them," (Isaiah 11 :6), and "the
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the
LORD, as the waters cover the sea." (Isaiah
11 : 9) .

In summing up "the regeneration of the
earth," it is that time still future when Christ
shall rule on the throne of David, (II Samuel 7; ,
Luke 1 :32, 33; 2:11), Satan will be incarcerated
(Revelation 20:2), Israel will be spiritually
reborn (Isaiah 66: 8; Ezekiel 37; Matthew 24: 8;
Romans 11 : 1, 2, 26), peace, prosperity, social
justice and equality will prevail (Isaiah 42:1-4;
Micah 4: 1-7). This is the golden age, the utopia
for which man has sought in vain. It is God's
coming great society, the Theocracy in the
earth.
.
When the Apostle Paul used the word
"regeneration", he wrote "Not by works of
righteousness which we have done, but
according to His mercy He saved us, by the
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the
Holy Ghost." (Titus 3: 5). The difference
between our Lord's use of the word and Paul's
use of it is obvious. Our Lord used it in its
widest sense, of the restoration of all things, at
His Second Advent to the earth. Paul used it in
referring to the regeneration of the individual
man, his being born again into God's new ord~r.
This new order is the Church, the Body of Christ
(Ephesian 1 : 22, 23), not an organization, but a
spiritual organism. No effort on man's part can
bring him into God's order, for it is "nqt by
works of righteousness which we have done,"
(Titus 3: 5), "Not of works, lest any man should
boast." (Ephesians 2:9).
Regeneration, then, may be defined as an act
of God whereby He bestows upon the believing,
sinner new life. This life is God's own life, the
imparting of His own nature. God Himself is the
Source and Bestower of His Life, so that
believers are said to be "partakers of the Divine
nature," (II Peter1 :4), "created in Christ Jesus,"
(Ephesians 2:10, "born of God," (John 1 :13),
"born again," (John 3:3, 7), "a new creation," (II
Corinthians 5: 17).
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Fathomless Wonder
If you'll take the world's great wonders
And heap them into one,
You'll begin to get a picture
Of the worth of God's dear Son.
He's more majestic than the mountains,
Mightier than a rolling sea;
More gentle than the morning dew,
- More stately .than a tree.
He's more glorious than the stars
Twinkling up high,
More spectacular than a sunset
In the reddish evening sky.
He's sweeter than the fragrance
·.
And every day we spend with Him,
He's sweeter by the hour.

Of a field of lovely flowers;

And yet there's understanding
In my dear Lord's blessed face,
Patience, Jove, and kindness
That never wi 11 erase..
·· ,, ··

.

So if the world's great wonders
Shine forth ln their splendor,
Let's give to Him thanksgiving,
And aU our Iove surrender.
Janet Ebel
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by Dr. · James T. Jeremiah
THY WORD IS A LAMP UNTO MY FEET, AND A LIGHT UNTO MY PATH.

He Paid The Price
A visiting preacher asked a small boy the way
to the post office. "Come to the Baptist church
tonight and I'll give you the direction for getting
to Heaven," he said in thanking the boy. "I don't
think I'll come," said the boy. "You don't even
know the way to the post office." There are
many adults who use their "reasoning" powers
I ike that and create for themselves excuses that
are about as logical. The Word of God makes the
way to heaven clearer than lhe· directions most
people give you, as you ~~k to find some
tocation on earth.
Somebody said to Talleyrand, a leader during
the French Revolution and one of the most
astute men who ever lived: "The Christian
religion-what is it? It would be easy to start a
religion like that." "Oh, yes," replied Talleyrand.
"One would only have to get . crucified and rise
again the thtrtf day."
Death, burial, resurrection, and bodily
ascension into heaven has happened to only one
man in all of history. "For I delivered unto you
first of all that which I also received, how that
Christ died for our sins according to the
scriptures; and that he was buried, and that he
rose again the third day according to the
scriptures" (I Cor. 15: 3,4).
There lived in a little village a doctor, noted
for his kindness and charity. After his death
they found written across many of his accounts
the notation: "Forgiven-too poor to pay." The
widow objected and sued the people for
payment. But the judge asked, "Is this your
husband's signature?" "Yes," she replied.
"Then," said the judge, "there is not a court in

the land who can order collection of the
accounts where the doctor has written,
"Forgiven." (DB 7 /19/ 59) Jesus died, arose, and
ascended, that we might be forgiven.
"
"The God of our fathers raised up Jesus,
whom ye slew and hanged on a tree. Him hath
God exalted with his right hand to be a prince
and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel,
and forgiveness of sins." (Acts 5:30, 31)
"Be it known unto you therefore, men and
brethren, that through this man is preached
unto you the forgiveness of sins: And by him all
that believe are justified from all things, from
which ye could not be justified by the law of
' Moses." (Acts 13: 38, 39)
"To the praise of the glory of his grace,
wherein he hath made· us accepted in the
beloved. In whom we have redemption through
his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to
the riches of his grace" (Eph. 1 :6,7).
"And you, being dead in your sins and the
uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened
together with him, having forgiven you all
trespasses; blotting out the handwriting of
ordinances that was against us, which was
contrary to us, and took it out of the way,
nailing it to his cross." (Col. 2:13, 14)
"And he is the propitiation for our sins: and
not for our sins only, but also for the sins of the
whole world." (I John 2:2)
When Jesus died and arose, He paid the total
debt of sin that was against us. No angel,
demon, or man can make us pay the price again.
Trust Him today and have the peace of forgiven
sin.
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Daily Walk
Th rough God's Word
October 1980
Verse: Psalm 5: 11
"But let all those that put their trust in Thee
rejoice; let them ever shout for joy, because
Thou defendest them; let them also that love
Thy name be joyful in Thee."
Evening
October
Morning
I Kings
Psalms
1
1
1,2&3
2
2
4,5&6
3&4
7&8
3
5&6
9&10
4
7
11,12,13&14
5
15,16&17
8
6
9&10
18
7
11
19,20&21
8
12
22
9
13&14
23&24
10
15
25
11
16&17
12
26&27
18&19
13
28,29&30
20&21
14
31
22
32&33
15
II Kings
1&2
16
34
3
17
35&36
4
37
18
5&6
19
38&39
7&8
20
40&41
9
21
42&43
10
22
44
11 &12
23
45&46
13&14
24
47&48
15&16
25
49
17
26
50
18
27
51,52&53
19
28
54&55
20&21
29
56,57&58
22&23
30
59&60
31
24&25
61,62&63

Interview by
Written by Lo,

The fact that one is a Christian is to be
exemplified in his conduct. Attitudes and
actions should be such that it is readily seen
that one is controlled by the Spirit of the Lord.
Gentleness, goodness, meekness, faith, etc.
(Gal. 5:22,23) are a few of these attitudes and
actions. The most frequent opportunities to
display Christ-like conduct come in relationships with other people. It is in the interaction
between people that goodness, kindness,
consideration, or their opposites can be shown.
It is in the treatment of other people that it can
be seen if one is sensitive to and following the
examples and principles set forth by the Lord.
Pauleine West is a person who exercises
godly attitudes and behavior toward other
people. She is always cheerful and greets the
other people in her church happily. She shows
concern for them by asking how they are and
showing a genuine interest in their well-being.
Christ said that His children are to give to
those in need. Pauleine also shows she is a
child of God in this area. She often makes baked
goods or some kind of craft and gives them to
someone she knows. Her kindness and love
toward others is seen by these actions; Christ
said that a Christian's love for God can be
proved by his love for others - " ... Inasmuch as
ye have done it unto one of the least of these my
brethren, ye have done it unto me." (Matthew

25:34-40).

.

Evidence of a person's membership in God's

Thought For The Month
"God often empties our hands in order to fill
our hearts."
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.aura Bearss
nna Hamilton

family can be seen by his relationship to others
and by his relationship to God. Pauleine
acknowledged her need for Christ and accepted
Him as her heavenly Father when she was
eleven. In December of 1966 Pauleine's husband
was killed in a shooting accident. She said that
this experience caused her to be drawn closer to
the Lord and to be more dependent on Him.
Before her husband's death, Pauleine helped
work on their farm; since his death she has
h~lped manage and work on their farm; since
with one of her brothers. The farm is in Clay
City, Indiana area where Pauleine has lived all of
her life. Her dependence on God is seen in the
fact that she runs this farm. To go on after her
husband's death and take over the
responsibilities takes great courage and
strength.
Pauleine also serves God by working in her
church, Good Hope Baptist. There she has been
the church clerk and a Sunday School teacher
for many years. She has a gift in ministering to
young people and every Sunday many run up to
sit with her or greet her.
Pauleine is a good example of a person's life
that radiates forth the fact that she is a
Christian. Galatians 6: 10 is a description of
such a . person: "As we have, therefore,
opportunity, let us do good unto all men
especially unto them who are of the household
of faith."

by
Loanna Hamilton
Hymns can be a real source of encouragement
and enjoyment to sing. It· is often amazing to
think about the fact that Christians coming from
various places can know the same songs. What
a joy it is to get together and sing those songs!
Mrs. Knapp, who was the wife of the
president of the Metropolitan Insurance
Company in New York, was a writer and singer
of much music. In 1873 she wrote a tune and
took it to Fanny Crosby, asking her to write
what the tune said. Fanny~ felt that the
sweetness and lightness of the tune said,
"Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine."
Later during the war in Transvaal, soldiers
said "494" in greeting to one another. This was
the number in their hymnal of the hymn "God Be
With You Till We Meet Again". The reply was,
"six further on", which was number 500
"Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine".
'
This hymn was also sung during the Christian
Endeavor convention in Minneapolis many years
ago. The Endeavorers would sing it on the train
on the way to the convention each night to the
delight of the people of the city.
What a joy it is to have this song as a source
of common bond among believers as they greet
and cheer one another. And what a "blessed
~ssurance" it is to know that Jesus is ours!
Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
0, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood.

Verse For The Month:

"O taste and see that the Lord is good :
blessed is the man that trusteth in him.''.
Psalm 34:8
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Count It All Joy
by
Paul Sewell

I once heard it said that it takes more muscles
to frown than it does to smile. While the
scientific truth of this statement may be tested,
. the practical value can be very helpful. It seems
that it is always easier to grumble and murmur
rather than to express joy in our daily lives. It is
sometimes very difficult to express joy,
especially when hard times surround us. James
1 : 2, 3 says to count it all joy when we fall upon
various trials; the reason is because the trying
of our faith will develop patience. We therefore
find that trials develop our spirit of joy.
Joy is not always a natural reaction. The
Israelites had the unconditional promise of God,
yet they murmured and grumbled amidst God's
simple tests of faith. We often pattern our'own
Iives after the nation of Israel: We search for
spiritual food and growth, and we claim God's
promises, but in the minute that we stumble our
joy flees.
Galatians 5: 22 gives
us
characteristics by which we should live, better
known as the fruits of the Spirit. Among these
fruits is included joy. The passage continues in
verse twenty-five to say that if we live in the
Spirit, we should also walk in the Spirit. We
therefore must display a life of joy if we are
going to live desirous unto the Spirit.
What about when things go wrong, when we
just have "one of those days?" Is the practice of
joy to be conditional upon our emotions? It
see.ms as though we often live our lives in that
exact manner. If things turn out for our good,
then we can freely express our joy. The apostle
Paul left with us a tremendous example when he
said in Philippians, "for I have learned in
whatsoever state that I am, therewith to be
content." Paul had a magnificent conversion for
Christ. He often suffered great affliction, but he
steadfastly exhibited a joyful spirit throughout
his ministry. Joyfulness can be an excellent
testimony for Christ. What an impact we could
have if we could manifest joy consistently in our
lives.
It is one thing to speak of joy, and yet another
thing to live in joy. There are three important
ways in which we can exhibit joy. The first is in
our relationship to God. This is done through

praise. The act of praise is simply an outward
expression of God's goodness to us. Things
may not always seem good, but we are
reminded in Romans 8:28 that all things work
out for good according to God's sovereign plan.
The second way that we can show joyfulness is
through our actions. Our response toward daily
trials will show how joyful our natural reactions
are. The third and probably the most simple way
of manifesting joy is seen in my opening
statement. .. a simple smile! When our hearts
are tuned in praise to God and the attitude of joy
is demonstrated through our daily walk, then
how can a smile not become part of our natural
countenance?

Let's Chatter
by

A bout a Matter

Sharon Lahaie

God speaks. God speaks when we are still
enough to listen. Too often amid the hectic
world in which we live, stillness is almost
obsolete. God does want to speak to us, but we
don't take the time to listen. Psalm 139:17 says,
"How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, 0
God! How great is the sum of them!" God thinks
of us constantly and wants to fellowship with
us. But we are too busy. We run to work,
church, stores, and home again only to miss the
blessings of His communion.
God told us in Psalm 46:10 to, "Be still and
know that I am God." God knew we would find it
hard to take time, so He told us to be still.
As a Christian I have found Him to be
especially precious to me when I took time out
of my schedule to "be still". When I block all
others out, He speaks. May each one of us take
time to "be still". and be able to say, "in
quietness and confidence is my strength." (Isa.
30: 15).
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Qpizzle

Directions:
Unscramble the circled letters in the puzzle to
find the theme of this month's issue.

DOWN
2. We have _ _ _ _ _ through the blood of
Christ. Eph. 1 :5-7
4. _ _ _ _ _...,. , being in the form of
God ... Phil. 2:5,6
6. The _ _ _ _ _ Spirit is also known as the
Comforter. Jn. 14:26
7. We are _ _ _ _ _ by the Holy Spirit unto
salvation. Eph.1:13
ACROSS
1. The _ _ _ _ _ of truth shall guide you. Jn.
16:13
3. "I and my Father are ______ . "Jn.
10:30
the
5. Three bear record in heaven:
_ _ _ _ _ , the Word, and the Holy Spirit. I
Jn. 5:7
7. God loved so the world that He gave His only
_ _ _ _ _ to die. Jn. 3:16.
8. God hath _ _ _ _ _ _ us before the
foundation of the world. Eph. 1 : 3,4.
9. One triune _ _ _ __

Looking At
God's Creation
by
Karen Payne

The human body is composed
of eleven different systems.
Among these are the circulatory,
nervous, digestive, respiratory,
and muscular systems. All of
these systems work together
with tissues and organs.
In the simple act of shaking someone's
hand, the brain has sent a message via the
nervous system to the muscles . in the arm
and
hand.
The
correct
muscles then
immediately react, and you find yourself
shaking hands. At the same time messages
are relayed letting you know that the
person's hand is hot or cold, moist or dry.
When you place a piece of food into your
mouth, your body immediately starts working. The juices in your mouth start breaking
down the food and your stomach starts
preparing itself to receive this food. After the
food is broken down in the stomach, wastes
are removed, and the usable material is
transported to many areas of your body so
that its needs are fulfilled.

9

The many activities that are
being performed in different
areas of your body at this very
second are more than can be
imagined. Truly our bodies are
a wonderful display of God's
handiwork!
David . in the eighth Psalm
asks, "What is man, that thou
art mindful of him?" (Psalm
8:4a). God has done so much
for us in creation. David enumerates some of God's work: "For thou hast
made him a little lower than the angels, and
hast crowned him with glory and honor.
Thou hast made him to have dominion over
the works of thy hands," (Psalm 8: 5, 6a).
For the wondrous way in which we were
made we should praise God. Can you say as
the Psalmist did: "I will praise thee; for I
am fearfully and wonderfully made. Marvelous are thy works, and that my soul
knoweth right well," (Psalm 139: 14).
Because God took so much care in making
you and giving you dominion over the works
of His hands, you can · be assured that "He
careth for you," (I Peter 5: 7b). Praise and
thank God for your wondrous body and His
care for you.
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But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall
give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall
give him shall be in him a wellntwatAr sorinninn ,m . .,
into everlasting life.
/
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PUZZLE
ANSWERS

DOWN

ACROSS

2. redemption

1. Spirit
3. one

4. Christ
6. Holy
7. sealed

i

5. Father
7. Son

8. ct
9. G,
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